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BULLETIN No.: 07 — 004 DATE: FEBRUARY 13, 2007
Subject: Air Transit Visa Matrix and Websites
REFERENCE: (a) Joint Action of 4 March 1969 adopted by the Council on the

Basis of Article K.3. of the Treaty on European Union on Airport
Transit Arrangements (96/197/JHA)

(b) Official Journal of the European Union of 12 December 2005,
Joint List of Third Countries whose Nationals are subject to the
Airport Transit Visa Requirement

(c) DoD 5105.38-M, Security Assistance Management Manual,
Chapter 10, para C10.6.8.4.

Effective Date: Immediately
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Summary: The 1985 Schengen Agreement is an agreement among European states
which allows for the abolition of systematic border controls between the participating
countries. Under references (a) and (b), some internationals passengers traveling through
European airports of Schengen Agreement nations require a transit visa. Some problems
have been reported by IMSOs from other service schools with IMS who required, but did
not possess, an air transit visa when passing through European airports enroute to
homeland. As a result, the Army Security Assistance Training Field Agency (SATFA)
has prepared a matrix for use by IMSQOs to determine whether a returning student will
require an air transit or other visa. The matrix identifies Schengen States and countries
whose personnel require air transit/other visas.

Action:

1. IMSOs should use the enclosed matrix as a quick reference well in advance of making
IMS travel arrangements for their return trip home, or for other international travel that
may be required in conjunction with academic field trips.

2. If the matrix indicates the IMS will require an air transit visa, the IMSO should
confirm the requirement using the following website, which uses a search engine and
database provided and managed by the International Air Transport Association (IATA):




http://www.delta.com/planning_reservations/plan_flight/international travel information/visa pass
port_information/index.jsp

3. As per reference (c), USG-paid transportation is normally via the most direct route;
however, to avoid the potential for student’s delayed departure, increase in student living
allowance, and the associated costs of obtaining the required visa, alternate routing may
be justified. For example, IMSO should determine if a routing through London (air
transit visa not required) is possible vice Germany or France. The alternate routing must
use US air carriers to the extent available.

4. If alternate routing is not possible, the IMSO should inform the IMS of the
requirement to obtain a visa and provide assistance as necessary. Information on the
required documentation and associated costs can be obtained by contacting the country
consular services by phone or on line. Websites for the consulates of two common
transit countries, Germany and France, are provided below. Be sure to check with the
country consular services to determine if the IMS must apply for the visa in person
(Germany) or whether application may be by mail (France). The IMS may be
reimbursed for the cost of the visa since it is a travel-related expense for IMS whose
transportation is paid under the International Military Education and Training (IMET)/
other security cooperation program. However, the IMS should be routed through a
country which allows for visa application via mail to avoid additional travel related costs
to the program and disruption of the IMS training.

http://www.germany.info/relaunch/info/consular services/visa/transit.html

http://www.consulfrance-washington.org/article.php3?id article=383#sommaire 2

5. We recommend IMSOs begin exploring return reservations for the affected students at
least 90 days before completion of training. This will maximize the number of
alternative flights available and minimize delays in IMS departure when the need for an
air transit visa is unavoidable. Contact your NETSAFA country desk officer if problems
are encountered.
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Air Travel Transit Visa Requirements Matrix

Schengen Agreement Country of Layover

[&)
% e > > © g) % — J_é ©

g1 E|3| 3|8 €128 §|8| 8|28 ~|<e|c|8|s|&|8|2|5|8|c|=s|E&

2|5 s\ E|e|E|G|E|8 2| 5| E|8|2|E|S|8|E|8|E|%|28]8 ¢

| &0 § Qlulo|T| g|lao|2|=e 15| X 52|28 | |wn|?|a
Country of IMS 8 - i (%
Afghanistan Y Y| Y| Y| Y| Y| Y| Y|Y|Y|Y|YI|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|]Y]|Y
Albania Y
Angola Y Y| Y|Y
Armenia Y
Azerbaijan Y
Bangladesh Y | Y[ Y| Y| Y|[Y|Y| Y| Y|Y|YI|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|]Y|Y]|]Y]|Y
Cameroon Y
Colombia Y
DemRepofCongo | Y | Y | Y | Y| Y I Y I Y I Y| YIYI|I Y| YI!IYI|IYIYIYIY|IYI|IY|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|lY
Eritrea Y| Y | Y| Y| Y| Y| Y| Y!|Y|Y|Y!|Y|Y|YI|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|]Y|Y]|Y]|Y
Ethiopia Y| Y| Y| Y| Y| Y| Y| YI|Y|Y|YI|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|]Y|Y]|]Y]|Y
Gambia Y
Ghana Y|Y | Y| Y| Y| Y| YI|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|]Y|Y]|Y]|Y
Guinea Y
Haiti Y
India Y |Y
Iran Y| Y | Y| Y| Y| Y| Y| Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|]Y|Y]|Y]|Y
Irag Y|Y | Y| Y| Y| Y| Y| Y|Y|Y|YI|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|]Y|Y]|Y]|Y
Ivory Coast Y
Lebanon Y Y| Y |Y
Liberia Y Y Y Y
Libya Y Y
Mali Y
Nigeria YI|!Y | Y| Y| Y| Y| Y| Y!|Y|Y|Y!|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|]Y|Y]|Y]|Y
Pakistan Y|Y | Y| Y| Y| Y| Y| Y|Y|Y|YI|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|]Y|Y]|]Y]|Y
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Country of IMS

Philippines
Rwanda

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Somalia

Sri Lanka
Sudan
Togo

Turkey

Vietnam
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