
The MAPAD is an online directory of the addresses  of country representatives, freight 

forwarders , Security Cooperation offices and customers-within-country required for releasing 

Foreign Military Sales (FMS)  and Military Assistance Program (MAP) Grant Aid shipments, 

and addresses  required for forwarding of related documentation

Basically the MAPAD is an electronic data base of addresses that the customer wants 

Security Cooperation material sent to. 

The Military Assistance Program Address Directory is published by direction of  the Deputy 

Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology and Logistics).

The database is the responsibility of the DLA Logistics Management Standards Office, and it 

is hosted by the DLA Transaction Services. The public site is accessible to FMS customers, 

DoD employees, other Federal agencies and defense contractors.

(CLICK)
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The MAPAD is not an easy database for a novice to understand. 

ISCS provides handy guides on interpreting and how to use the MAPAD.  These guides 

can be downloaded from the ISCS web site, under the publications link.

(CLICK)

Chapter 5 of the Military Standard Requisition and Issue Procedures for Foreign Military 

Sales contains information on interpreting the MAPAD

(CLICK)

There is also a stand-alone FMS Users Guide to the Military Assistance Program 

Address Directory (MAPAD).

(CLICK)

Lastly, DoD 4000.25-8-M from the Department of Defense Office of the Under Secretary 

of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics is the regulation governing the 

MAPAD. 

(CLICK)
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In order to get information from a requisition to a clear address, so that the shipping agency 

knows where the material needs to be delivered, four things are needed.  

From the LOA, you get data elements for the Military Standard Requisition and Issue 

Procedures, or MILSTRIP. 

(CLICK)

The MILSTRIP data is then entered into the Military Assistance Program Address Directory, 

or MAPAD.  

The MAPAD contains all of the clear text addresses, so that our shippers know where to 

ship material and allows us to print a shipping label. 

(CLICK)

This information allows the shipping label to be complete, and reflect the correct ship to 

and mark for addresses.

(CLICK)
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In this online directory, you will find customer freight forwarder addresses, staging 

locations, Security Cooperation offices and in-country addresses  for the delivery of 

materiel and documents.  

Customers can identify their preferences on choice of airport, carrier, or shipment method 

for various commodities.  

Customers can indicate the dates that ports will be open and closed and proved any 

necessary detailed information or instructions in the special instruction.

The public can access the MAPAD at the indicated link.  This link can be found on the 

ISCS web page under “links/SA Functional Areas/Logistics/Military Assistance Program 

Address Directory (MAPAD)

(CLICK)



5

The key to using the MAPAD is the Military Assistance Program Address Code or MAPAC. 

The MAPAC indicates the actual physical address for shipments of materials and documents.

There are two types of MAPAC addresses; a Ship-to and a Mark-for. 

(CLICK)

A Ship-to address is typically a destination in the U.S. through which material will transit, such 

as a freight forwarder facility, a staging location or consolidation point.  

(CLICK)

The Mark-for address normally indicates the final destination in the customer’s country. 

(CLICK)
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To build a Ship-to and Mark-for code, all data elements can be drawn from the LOA cover 

page.

Ship-to MAPAC, consists of the Procuring Agency Code (in this case a B), in the first 

position, (CLICK) the country code (BN) in the second and third positions, 2 zeroes in the 

fourth and fifth positions to act as placeholders, (CLICK) and the Freight Forwarder code at 

the end.  If there is no freight forwarder, an X will be in this position.  

The Mark- for code consists of the Procuring Agency Code (B) in the first position the country 

code (BN) in the second and third positions, (CLICK) the Mark-for code (A) in the fourth 

position, and the two placeholder zeroes in the fifth and sixth positions.  

(CLICK)



Transportation coordinators and shippers rarely have a copy of the LOA to identify the 

purchasing country. Therefore, the general rule is that the purchasing country is identified in 

the MILSTRIP document number in positions 31-32. (CLICK) This is almost always an 

alpha-alpha code. With rare exceptions, a transporter or shipper can assume that two alpha 

characters in RP 31-32 designate an FMS shipment.  For example, the entry BN in RP 31-32 

represents Bandaria. 

It is important that information contained in the LOA is correct because to has an affect on 

the MILSTRIP document used to requisition material from the case, which in turn affects the 

information printed on the shipping label. 

Lets look at portions of the LOA and how that information relates to the MILSTRIP document.

The numbers 30-50 indicate MILSTRIP record positions.  The row of alphanumeric 

characters represents the applicable codes inserted in each record position by the originator 

of the requisition.  Some of these characters in turn form the MAPAC.

(CLICK)D represents the U.S. Service Code or what service or agency the item is being 

purchased from



(CLICK) YCY represents what case items are being requisitioned against

(CLICK) A represents the final destination in country

(CLICK) 2 represents the freight forwarder

(CLICK) B represents which service in country is purchasing from the case

(CLICK) 4 represents the how far in the transportation pipeline the country is 

responsible for shipment of the item before the USG assumes responsibility.

(CLICK) 3 Represents the type assistance code which indicates how the item is 

being funded.

(CLICK) A is the offer release code which indicates whether we should notify a 

country before shipping an item or not. (CLICK)
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To build a MAPAC from the MILSTRIP we must first review the document data elements 

As stated previously the MAPAC is constructed from selected codes located in various data 

fields of the MILSTRIP requisition. Specifically, MILSTRIP requisition record positions 31, 32, 

33, 45, 46, and 47 provide all the information necessary to construct a MAPAC when 

shipment is made through a freight forwarder. (CLICK)

The first three positions of both the Ship-to and Mark-for come from the country code and the 

purchaser service code. (CLICK)

In this example, the freight forwarder’s address is represented by the Ship-to MAPAC. 

Normally, the freight forwarder code is a number, but occasionally it can be a letter. 

(CLICK) While the final destination address is represented by the Mark-for MAPAC.  The 

Mark-for code is normally a letter, but occasionally it can be a number.  

(CLICK) RP 34, although not used in the MAPAC, give us a quick indication if this requisition 

is going through a freight forwarder or not. The delivery term code of 5, tells us that this 

requisition is going through the freight forwarder.
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(CLICK) Using the selected codes allowed us to construct our Ship-to and Mark-

for MAPACs, but a MAPAC doesn’t exist as a discrete entity without a defining 

TAC 

(CLICK) The TAC is a suffix to the MAPAC which further defines the clear-text 

address to be used. (CLICK)
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The key to the selection of the correct address is the TAC.

(CLICK)

The type of address code (TACs) identifies when and how to use each of the addresses 

listed under a MAPAC. 

As noted earlier, this single-character code is determined by the shipper, and is not 

identified in the LOA, the requisition, or the shipping paperwork. 

The shipper selects the appropriate TAC based on the action being taken. 

(CLICK)



You can find a list of the various TACs in the Green Book Chapter 11 and Yellow Book Chapter 

5.

When the shipper is sending freight, the size and classification of the materiel will determine 

which TAC must be present in the MAPAD. Addresses for freight shipments are indicated by 

TACs 1, 2, A, B, C or D. (CLICK) As a general rule, high priority items or shipments up to 70 

pounds are sent to the TAC 1 address, while lower priority or larger freight is sent to the TAC 2 

address. In most cases, the TAC 1 and 2 addresses will be the same. (CLICK)

Classified freight shipments must be sent to the address identified by a TAC A or B for 

SECRET materiel and TAC C or D for CONFIDENTIAL material. The size, weight and priority 

of the classified shipment will determine if TAC A or B, or TAC C or D is applicable. (CLICK)

Notices of Availability (NOA) (DD Form 1348-5 or electronic equivalent) are required whenever 

oversized, hazardous, explosive or classified material is to be shipped. For unclassified 

shipments, NOAs are sent to the TAC 3 address in the MAPAD. When classified material is 

being shipped, the NOA must be sent to the foreign government’s embassy in the U.S. or to 

the foreign government’s representative listed in the special instructions of the MAPAD. 
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Shippers are also responsible for mailing shipping documentation associated 

with freight. These documents must be sent to the TAC 5 or 6 address in the 

MAPAD. When no TAC 5 or 6 address is listed for the applicable MAPAC, the 

documents should be sent to the same TAC 1 or 2 address as the shipment 

itself. 

When materiel is shipped via the Defense Transportation System to an 

OCONUS destination (DTC 9 or 7), the shipper is responsible for sending 

advance notices, to the TAC 5 or 6 address, of incoming shipments to the 

Security Cooperation Office in the receiving country prior to the arrival of the 

freight in order for the SCO to coordinate with the purchasing customer to clear 

the materiel through customs. (CLICK)

Supply status documents go to TAC 4. (CLICK)

The Mark-for or final destination TAC is always M. (CLICK)
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In this example we are shipping an unclassified 2500 pond crate containing test equipment. 

To determine the proper TAC to use for both the Ship-to address and the Mark-for address, 

we have to determine the characteristics of the item being shipped.

Based on the item being an unclassified 2500 pond crate containing test equipment, we 

would use (CLICK) TAC 2 for the Ship-to because it is unclassified, large and weights more 

than 70 pounds.

(CLICK)

The Mark-for TAC is always M

Now we know what address to look up in the MAPAD.

(CLICK)
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If we were to search the MAPAD for MAPAC BBN002, TAC 2 and MAPAC BBNA00 TAC 

M, the corresponding clear text address, which there is an example in the Sample Case 

Document book, would be (CLICK)

Now we know the freight forwarder and final destination for shipping this test equipment.

(CLICK)
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When the DTS is used to move material to an overseas location instead of usng a frieght 
forwarder, the Ship-to MAPAC and the Mark-for MAPAC will be the same. This is because 

the U.S. Government has physical custody of the material during transit through the DTS to 

the location designated by the DTC in RP 34. (CLICK) In this case DTC 7 indicates the 

USG will deliver the item to its final destination. If DTC 9 were used than the USG would 

only deliver to the nearest port to the final destination. 

When shipments are made using the DTS, the MILSTRIP requisition entries in RP 46 and 

47 will be represented by “XX” (CLICK) indicating that there is no offer/release code and 

no freight forwarder involvement. Outbound DTS shipments are indicated by DTC 8, 9 or 7 

on the LOA and in RP 34 on the MILSRTIP. The final destination is identified in the fourth 

position of the MAPAC by the character from RP 33, (CLICK) Mark-for, of the MILSTRIP 

transaction..

Notice the Mark-for address becomes the ship-to address. but they are not the same 

address.  there is a TAC discriminator

(CLICK)

13



14

Let take a look inside the MAPAD data base by accessing the website (CLICK) and clicking 

the MAPAC link.

(CLICK)

The data entered is based on customer country and service.  In many ways, the MAPAC is 

like an online telephone directory, where you enter routine customer data points (i.e. country 

and military service), execute a search function, and retrieve the shipping address.  

The MAPAC is available for all FMS customers; to update the MAPAC, customers contact 

the case manager with the data points that need to be updated. 

(CLICK)



To get the all the addresses for a given country's particular service, all you have to do is put 

in three characters: (CLICK) the purchaser’s service and their country code.  In this 

example, the purchaser’s service is Army and the country code is Bandaria.   These first 

three letters will give you the entire list of ship to and mark for addresses for the Bandarian

Army. This will give you the clear text address that is used on the shipping label.  

If you want a more specific address, enter all six characters of the Ship-to or Mark-for 

MAPAC,  the result will be only the addresses that correspond to that specific MAPAC.   

(CLICK)
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When we enter the MAPAD we get a clear text address, (CLICK) and the full MAPAC.  

(CLICK)

In this example, the MAPAC is BBN002, (CLICK) with 2 being the freight forwarder code. 

The location of the 00 placeholder in the MAPAC indicates that this is a Ship-to address.  

The record shown is also only 1 of 40 addresses (CLICK) for the Army of Bandaria, 

(CLICK) with this particular address being a TAC 1 address. (CLICK) This address is 

used when surface or air parcel post is selected as the mode of transportation for 

shipment of unclassified material.   

So if we had something that fits this category of material, then we would ship it to this 

TAC 1 address

(CLICK)
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If we scroll through the MAPAD we can find the TAC M MAPAC (CLICK) which is the 

Mark-for MAPAC and identifies the address (CLICK) of the final destination in the 

purchaser’s country where the material will be shipped

Remember TAC M is ALWAYS the final destination address for material shipments.

(CLICK)
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Recall from earlier that the TAC 5 and 6 addresses are where documents related to 

shipments will be sent. A lot of times that address is the in country Security Cooperation 

Office. 

(CLICK)



To search the MAPAD for Non FMS related addresses. We have to input the Benefitting 

countries service code. (CLICK) In this example it is “B” for Army, and then the 

associated program code of H8.

(CLICK)
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Under Non FMS cases, it is almost always the U.S. Government selling to the U.S. 

Government, so the shipping documents will be sent to the SCO in country. (CLICK)

Sometimes the final destination address may also be the SCO in country. (CLICK)

You should always read the special instructions for detailed information on where 

these items are actually going to be shipped.

(CLICK)
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MAPAC queries for Non FMS or also known as “pseudo LOA” shipments can be 

confusing, because the program code often applies to multiple countries. The mark-

for code serves as the discriminator between countries. It is imperative that the SCO 

make sure they are using the correct Mark for code.

It is also the SCO responsibility to make sure the addresses for Non FMS cases are 

inputted and updated in the MAPAD

(CLICK)
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By clicking the link marked “Country Reps and/or Special Instructions” it opens a 

consolidated text file which provides clear-text instructions for shipping material to all the 

different beneficiaries under that “pseudo LOA” program code. The text file may be many 

pages long, and includes shipping instructions to multiple countries, each which may have 

multiple receiving agencies. 

Many MAPACs look very similar. One must look closely at the MAPAC on the left side of the 

text file to select the correct shipping address. Selecting the wrong MAPAC could result in a 

shipment going to an incorrect country.

(CLICK)
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As part of the LOA development process, FMS case managers are responsible for 

ensuring the ship-to and mark-for addresses requested by the international purchaser 

are listed in the MAPAD for FMS shipments, As a SCO you ae responsible for Non-FMS 

case MAPAD Maintenance and appropriate for the applicable Delivery Term Code 

(DTC) and the characteristics of the materiel. Requests for updates/changes may be 

received from country representatives, freight forwarders, SCOs, and defense 

contractors whose addresses are listed as delivery points. It is strongly recommended 

that FMS purchasers conduct an annual review of all MAPAD addresses for accuracy 

and to delete those MAPAD addresses that are no longer required. MILDEPs will assist 

by periodically validating addresses with a posting date older than five years.

The database is the responsibility of the DLA Logistics Management Standards Office, 

and it is hosted by the DLA Transaction Services. The public site is accessible to FMS 

customers, DoD employees, other Federal agencies and defense contractors.


